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It hatft a large fucculent milky root: the {talks are fpongy, 
^nd filled with pith : the flowers cchfift of many leaves, ex¬ 
panded in form of a role, growing in an umbel: each flower 
is fucceeded by two large ovul-fhaped flat feeds, which are 
very thin, and turn black when ripe : the leaves are like thofe 
of fennel. Miller. 

Fe'nny. adj . [front fen.] 

i. Marfhy; boggy 5 moorifh. 

Driving in of piles is ufed for Rone or brick houfes, and 
that only where the ground proves fenny or moorifii. Moron. 

The hungry crocodile, and hifling fnake, 

Lurk in the troubl’d ftream and fenny brake. Prior, 

«. Inhabiting the marfh. 

Fillet of a fenny fnake. 

In the caudron boil and bake. Sbakefpeare s Macbeth, 

Ff/nnystones. n.f A plant. 

Fe'Nsucked. adj. [fen and fuck.] Sucked out of marfhes. 

Infeft her beauty, 

You fenfuck'd fogs, drawn by the pow’rful fun. Sh.K. Lear . 

FE'OD n.f [ feodum , low Latin.] Fee; tenure. Dipt. 

Fe'odal. adj. [ feodai, French, fromfeod.] Held from another. 

Fe'odary. n f [from feodum , Latin.] One who holds his 
eftate under the tenure of fuit and fervice to a fuperiour 
lc*rd. Hanmer. 

To FEOFF v. a. [ fief fifffer^ French ; feoffare , low Latin.] 
To put in pofleflion ; to inveft with right. 

Feoffee, n.f. [feoffqtus, Latin; fieffe, French.] One put 
in pofleflion. 

The late earl of Defmond, before his breaking forth into 
rebellion, conveyed fecretly all his lands to feoffee in truft, in 
hope to have cut off her majefly from the elcheat of his 
lands. Spenfers State of Ireland. 

Fe'offhr. n.f [ feffaior , low Latin ] One who gives pof- 
feflion of any thing. See Feoffment. 

Fe'offment. n.f. [feoffamentum, Latin.] The a& of grant¬ 
ing pofleflion. 

Any gift or grant of any honours, caftles, lands, or other 
immoveable things, to another in fee-fimple, that is, to him 
and his heirs for ever, by the delivery of feifln of the thing 
given : when it is in writing, it is called a deed of feoffment ; 
and in every feoffment the giver is called the feoffor, feoffator , 
and he that receiveth by virtue thereof the feoflfee, feoffatus. 
The proper difference between a feoffor and a donor is, that 
the feoffor gives in fee-fimple, the donor in fee-tail. Cowel. 

The aft of parliament cut off and fruftrated all fuch con¬ 
veyances as had, by the fpaceof twelve years before his rebel¬ 
lion, been made ; within the compafs whereof the fraudulent 
feoffment of others, his accomplices and fellow- traytors, were 
contained. Spenfers State of Ireland. 

Fera'city. n.f. [feracitas,Lit.] Fruitfulnefs; fertility. Dipl, 

Fe'ral. adj. [feralis, Latin.] Funereal; mournful; deadly. 

DiPl. 

Feria'tion. n.f. [feriatiy Lat.] The aft of keeping holi¬ 
day ; ceflation from work. 

As though there were an yferiation in nature, this feafon is 
commonly termed the phyficians vacation. Brown's Vulg. Err. 

FE'RINE. adj. [ferinus, Latin] Wild; favage. 

The only difficulty that remains is touching thofe ferine, 
noxious, and untameable beafts; as lions, tygers, wolves and 
bears. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Feri'neness. n.f [from ferine .] Barbarity; favagenefs; 

wildnefs. 

A ferine and neceflitous kind of life, a converfation with 
thofe that were fallen into a barbarous habit of life, would 
aflimilate the next generation to barbarifm and ferinenefs. Hale. 

Ferity, n.f [ feritas , Latin.] Barbarity; cruelty; wild¬ 
nefs; favagenefs. 

He reduced him from the mod abjeft and ftupid ferity to 
his fenfe.% and to fober reafon. Woodward's Natural Pli/lory. 

ToFERME'NT. v. a. [ fermento , Latin; fermenter, French.] 
To exalt or rarify by inteftine motion of parts. 

Ye vig’rous fwains ! while youth ferments your blood. 

And purer fpirits fwell the fprightly flood, 

Now range the hills, the thickeft woods befet, 

Wind the fhrill horn, or fpread the waving net. Pope. 

To Ferme'nt. v. n. To have the parts put into inteftine 
motion. 

Fe'rment. n. f [ferment, French ; fermentum , Latin.] 

1. That which caufes inteftine motion. 

The femen puts female-* into a fever, upon impregnation ; 
and ali animal humours which polfon, are putrefying ferments. 

FI oyer on the Humours. 

Subdue and cool th ferment of defire. Rogers's Serjnons. 

2. The inteffine motion ; tumult. 

Fermf/ntable, adj. [from ferment .] Capable of fermen¬ 
tation. 

Ffrmf/ntal. adj. [from ferment .] Having the power to 
caufe fermentation 

Cucumbers, being waterifh, fill the veins with crude and 
windy ferofities, that contain little fait orfpirit, and debilitate 
the vital acidity and fermental faculty of the ftomach. Bnwn. 

Fermentation, n.f [ fermentation Latin. ] A flow 
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motion of the inteftine particles of a mixt body, arifing 
ufually from the operation of fome aftive acid matter, which 
rarifies, exalts, and fubtilizes the foft and fulphureous par¬ 
ticles : as when leaven or yell: rarifies, lightens, and ferments 
bread or wort, &c And this motion differs much from that 
ufually called'ebullition or effervefcence, which is a violent 
boiling and ftruggling between an acid and an alkali, when 
mixed together. Harris . 

The juice of grapes, after fermentation , will yield a fpiritus 
ardens. Boyle. 

A man, by tumbling his thoughts, and forming them into 
expreffions, gives them a new kind of fermentation ; which 
works them into a finer body, and makes them much clearer 
than they were before. Collier of Friendjhip. 

The fap, in fluent dance, 

And lively mentation, mounting, fpreads 

All this innumerous colour’d fceiie of things. Thomfon. 

Fermentative, adj. [from ferment.] Caufing fermenta¬ 

tion ; having the power to caufe fermentation. 

Aromatical fpirits deftroy by their fennentative heat. Arbuth 

FERN. n.f. [peajin, Saxon.] A plant. 

The mal zfern is common on the flumps of trees in woods, 
and on the banks of ditches : the leaves are formed of a num¬ 
ber of fmall pinnules, dentated on the edges, and fet clofe by 
one another on flender ribs. On the back of thefe pinnules 
are produced the feeds, fmall and extremely numerous. De- 
coftions of the root and diet-drinks have been ufed in chro- 
nick diforders and obftruftions. The country people efteem 
it a fovereign remedy for the rickets in children. Hill. 

Black was the loreft, thick with beech it flood, 

Horrid with fern , and intricate with thorn ; 

Few paths of human feet or tracks of beafts were worn. 

Dry den's Aineid. 

There are great varieties of fern in different parts of the 
world ; but they are feldom cultivated in gardens. Miller. 

Fe'rny. adj. [from fern.] Overgrown with fern. 

The herd fuffic’d, did late repair 
To ferny heaths, and to their foreft-lare. Dry den. 

Fero'cious. adj. [ ferox , Latin ; feroce , French ] 

1. Savage; fierce. 

2. Ravenous; rapacious. 

The hare, that hecometh a prey unto man, unto beafts and 
fowls of the air, is fruitful even unto fuperfetation; but the 
lion and ferocious animal hath young ones but feldom, and but 
one at a time. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. iii. e. 16, 

Smedley rofe in majefly of mud; 

Shaking the horrors of his ample brows. 

And each ferocious feature grim with ooze: 

Pope's Dunciad, b. ii. 

Fero'city. n.f. [ferocitas, Lat. ferocity Fr. from ferocious .] 
Savagenefs ; wildnefs ; fiercenefs. 

An uncommon ferocity in my countenance, with the re¬ 
markable flatnefs of my nofe, and extent of my mouth, have 
procured me the name of lion. Addijon's Guardian. 

Untaught, uncultivated, as they were 
Inhofpitable, full of ferocity. Phillips's Briton . 

Fe'rreous. add. [ ferreus , Latin.] Irony; of iron. 

In the body of glafs there is no ferreous or magnetical na¬ 
ture. Brown's Vugar Err ours , b. ii. c. 3. 

FE'RRET. n.f [furedn Welfh ; furet^ French; ferret , Dutch; 
viverra , Lat.] 

1. A kind of rat with red eyes and a long fnout, ufed to catch 
rabbits. 

With what an eager earneftnefs file looked, having threat- 
ning not only in her ferret eyes, but while fhe fpoke her nofe 
feemed to threaten her chin. Sidney , b, ii. 

Gicero 

Looks with fuch ferret and fuch firy eyes, 

As we have feen him. Sba. efjeare's Julius Cafar. 

Coneys are deftroyed or taken either by ferrets or purfe- 
nets. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

2. A kind of narrow ribband. 

To Fe'rret. v. a. [from the noun ] To drive out of lurking 
places, as the ferret drives the coney. 

The archbifhop had ferreted him out of all his holds. Hcylin. 

Fe'rreter. n.f. [from ferret.] One that hunts another in 
his privacies. 

Fe'rriage. n. f. [from ferry.] The fare paid at a ferry. 

Ferruginous, adj. [ ferrugineux , Fr. ferrugineusn Latin.] 
Partaking of the particles and qualities of iron. 

They are cold, hot, purgative, diuretick, ferruginous , fa- 
line, petrefying and bituminous. Ray on the Creation. 

Fe'rrule. n. J. [from ferrum , iron, Latin.] An iron ring 
put round any thing to keep it from cracking. 

The fingers ends are {Lengthened with nails, as we fortify 
the ends of our flaves or forks with iron hoops or ferrules. Ray. 

ToFETIRT. v. a. [papan, to pafs, Saxon; fabiy German, a 
paflage. Skinner imagines that this whole family of words 
may he deduced from the Latin vcho. I do not love Latin 
originals; but if fuch nmft be fought, may not thefe words 
be more naturally derived from frri , to be carried ?] I o 
carry over in a boat, 

Cymod.es 
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Cymodes heard and law. 

He loudly call’d to fuch as wef*e aboard, 

The little hark unto the fhore to draw, 

And him to ferry over that deep ford. Fairy J^ueen, b. ii: 
To Fe'rry. v. n. To pafs over water in a veflel of carriage. 
Thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethsean found 

Both to and fro, their forrow to augment. Milt . Par. Lofl. 
Fe'-RY. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A veflel of carriage; a veflel in which goods dr paflengers 
are carried over water. 

By this time was the worthy Guy on brought 
Unto the other fide of that wide ftrand, 

Where (he was rowing, and for paflage fought: 

Him needed not long cali, {he foon to hand 

Her ferry brought. Fairy phieen^ b. ii. cant. 6. 

There went a ferryboat to carry over the king’s houfhold. 

2 Sa. xix. 1 8. 

Bring them with imagin’d f{)eed 
Unto the Trajeft, to the common ferry 
Which trades to Venice. Shakej. Merchant of Venice. 

I went down to the river Brent in the ordinary ferry . Addif. 

2. The paflage over which the ferryboat pafies. 

FFrryman. n.f [ferry and man.] One who keeps a ferry ; 

one who for hire tranfports goods and paflengers over the 
water. 

I paft, methought, the melancholy flood, 

With that grim ferryman , which poets write of, 

Untd the kingdom of perpetual night. Shakef Richard III. 
The common ferryman of Egypt, that wafted over the 
dead bodies from Memphis, was made by the Greeks the 
ferryman of hell, and folemn ftories railed after him. Brown. 

I he grifly ferryman of hell deny’d 
iEneas entrance, ’till he knew his guide. Rofeommbn. 

Perth, or forth. Common terminations are the fame as in 
Englifli an army ; coming from the Saxon word ryjrS. Gibfon. 
FE'Rl ILE. adj. [fertile, French; fertilis , Latin.] 

1. Fruitful; abundant; plenteous. 

I had hope of France, 

As firmly as I hope for fertile England. Shakef. Henry VI. 

I have had a large, a fair, and a pleafant field; fo fertile, 
that it has given me two harvefts in a Summer. Dryden. 

I alk whether in the uncultivated wafte of America, left to 
nature, without any improvement, a thoufand acres yield the 
needy inhabitants as many conveniencies of life as ten acres 
of oopiPfy fertile land do in Devonfhire ? Locke. 

View the wide earth adorn’d with hills and Woods, 

Rich in her herds, and fertile by her floods. Blackm. Creat. 

2. With of before the thing produced. 

The earth is fertile of all kind of grain. Camden's Remains. 

1 his happy country is extremely fertile, as of thofe above, 
io hkewile of its productions under ground. Wo.dward 

I-ERTU.ENESS. n.f. [from fertile.] ^Fruitfulnefs; fecundity ' 
JoFertil.tate v.a. [from ^ fertile.] To fecundate 
fertilize; to make fruitful or produaive. 

c] N°F WiH day fertiliiote the whole racemation or 

i cr of eggs, which are not excluded in many weeks after. 

tp / . Brown s Vulgar Err ours, b iii 

^ VncPV'-P/'dV t!litaU Latln ‘ J Fecundity; abun- 
dance , fruitfulnefs; plenteoufnefs. 

J will go root away 

I he noifom weeds, that without profit fuck 

p 16 yr.fgpfoy from wholefome flowers. Shak. Rich IT 
Parad.fe itfelf exceeded in beauty and fertility ■ and thefe 
places had but a refcmblance thereof. Raleigh'. Hi/lory 

the InF atIOn u Lgypt ’ throU g h which the Nile flows, and 
the Indies owe their extraordinary/,^, and thofe mi/htv 

tPFJFiUF P afte r r ; he ^ waters are withdrawn, ivfodl 
ful to m,! , If Pilfer, French ] To make fruit- 

vet/Sr la " d ' “ b5 "’8 P7 for , '!« form »"i°n of 

FE RVFNCY. n.f [ fervens, Latin.] 

.. Heat of mind; ardour; eagernefs. 

Tv Your diver 

Did hangafaltfifh on his hook, which he 

P ‘o“ s ardour? flamrof P devotfon^f^ealf' andCle0 ^ atra ' 

God" 3Ve 0,1 311 lldCS l0ft much of car fir b fervency towards 

, 4 P 5 


FES 

2: Hot In temper; vehement. 

I'h ey that are more fervent to difpute, be not always the 
mod able to determine. Hooker ; b , iv. f. 14* 

3; Ardent in piety ; warm in zeal; flaming with devotion. 

This man bein g fervent in the fplrit, taught diligeiitly the 

• /V O /\ f ► 1 -\ ^-v I . i.A /r n . ::: 


things of the Lord. 


APIs xvm. 25, 


o „ f> . 

So fpake the fervent angel; but his zeal 
None {icorided, as oiit of feafon judg'd, 

Or Angular and rafh. t Milton s Paradife Lojl, b. v. 

Let all enquiries into the myfterious points of theology be 
carried on with fervent petitions to God, that he would dif- 
pofe their minds to direft all their {kill to the promotion of a 
good life. South's Sermons. 

Fervently, adv. [fromfervent.] 

1. Eagerly; vehemently. 

They aJJ that charge did fervently apply. 

With greedy malice and importune toil. Fairy Sjueen, l. ii; 

2. With pious ardour; with holy zeal. 

Epaphras faluteth you, labouring fervently for you iri 
prayers. Col. iv; 12. 

He cares not how or what he fufFers, fo he fuffer well, and 
be the friend of Chrifl; nor where nor when he fufFers, fo he 
may do it frequently, ferve .t/y, and acceptably. Taylor , 

tE'RVID. adj [fervidus, Latin.J 

1. Hot; burning; boiling. 

2. Vehement; eager; zealous, 

Fervidity. n.f. [fromfervid.] 

1. Heat. 

2. Zeal; paflion ; ardour. Dipt. 

Fe'rvidness. n.f. [from fervid.] Ardour of minid ' zeal ; 
paflion. 

As to the healing of Malchus’s ear, iri the aft of the meek 
lamb of God, it was a kind of injury done to him by the 
fer vidhefs of St. Peter, who knew not yet what fpirit he was 

Bentley's Sermons. 

EE ivl LA. n. f [ferule, Er. from ferula, giant fennel, Lat.] An 
inftrument of qorreftion with which young fcholars are beaten 
on the hand : fo named becaufe anciently the ftalks of fennel 
were ufed for this purpofe. 

Thefe differ as much as the rod and ferula. Shaw's Gramm. 

I o J. e RULE. V. a. To chaftife with the ferula. 

Fe'rvour. n.f [fervor, Latin ; ferveur, French.] 

1. Heat; warmth. 

Were it an undeniable truth that an effectual fervour pro- 
cee ei rom this ftar, yet would not the fame determine the 
opinion. Broivn’s Vulgar Et Tours, b . iv, 

Dike bright Aurora, whofe refulgent ray 
Foretells the fervour of enfuine day, 

And warns the fhepherd with his flocks retreat 

1 %S df / F ddows > from the threatned heat. Waller. 

x hefe hlver drops, like morning dew, 
roretell the fervour of the day ; 

So from one cloud foft fhow’rs we view; 

And blafting lightnings burft away. 

2. Heat of mind ; zeal; ardour of devotion. 

, , U , dl ; ) . US , 11 Pf needs h3Ve been to abolift that which all 

as mkrhi- ° f F fpaC %° f many age$ ’ Witll0ut reafon fo S rea£ 
fhem f h U1 m CyB impartial men appear lufficient to clear 

thFbZT bl Tr f I 30 ’ P rocee ^‘ n 8 s » if in fervour of zeal 
they had iemoved fuch things. Hooker, b. iv. / , 4. 

Haply delpair hath feiz’d her; 

Ur wing’d with fervur of her love, fhe’s flown 
TheP ! k PO r humUS - • S'akef;care’s Cymbeline. 

the greateff value in Europe, if the demotion of iJs princes 
Fescue "? 5 7 P ^ f fervour. Addifon'.s Re,narks l Italy. 

Teach th™ how manly pafonStOught to mo Ve , 

/Ii as cannot think, can never love; 

And fincc they needs will judge the poet’s art, 

1 omt era with fe.cues to each Ihining part 
Fe sels. n.f A kind of bafe grain. &P f} ^' 

Dildain not fe/els or poor vech to low; 

l ' n, ‘ ls «“«• G„r S . 

* band « 

middle: if there be abnv^ J efcutcheon over the 

With the field there be odd piecesf^sSven?’ 1 - hem ’ if 
muft name the field and P,„ r ’ nme ’ then you 

eight, or ten you m„a c F ‘° ™ any bars > ^ even, as fix, 

or ten, as.the kin» of Hn )ai . w ne ’ or harry of fix, eighi 
of eight. = Hungary bears argent and gules barr 

o Fe'ster. v n f fo/T ' • F ea ham on Blazoning 

5 W], To Llffi 


• Hot ; boiling. , J * rench.J To Fe'ster. v h r felT ' 'P • ^ ea ham on Blazoning 

' ■ ■ u !Jle * Sidney, b. i 
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